
Underground Railroad: Map Assignment 

Learning Intention: I can create a scale map of North America showing the main routes 

used by the underground railroad 
Instructions:  Use what you have learned making the Africa map to create a map of North 

America. The map must be increased in size by a scale factor of 2.5 You will use 18”x 24” yellow 

manila cardstock. You must use the length/width ratio of your map along with the scale factor to 

determine the size of the larger paper. Show your math work below and have it checked by a 

teacher before you start. You only get 1 piece of paper! Be sure to use your strengths and stretches 

sheet from the practice map to help you improve!       #thelearningneverstops 

The Map must Include: 

 

o A title 

o Compass rose 

o A legend  

o Canada 

o Mexico 

o Atlantic Ocean 

o Pacific Ocean 

o Gulf of Mexico 

o Cuba 

o All USA states 

o The great lakes 

o Canada/USA border 

o USA/Mexico border 

o Arrows showing the main underground 
railroad routes 

o Name on bottom right corner  

Extra Features 

o Major cities  

o Map made to look old/used 
 

Ratio/Proportion: Small 
map to large map (cm) 
Scale factor 2.5 
 
  ______ = ______ 

Ratio/Proportion: Small 
cell to large cell (cm) 
Scale factor 2.5 
    
   ______ = _______ 
 
 

Other Requirements: 
• All labels fine lined  
• All labels horizontal, excluding lakes. 
• Map is coloured: Pencil crayon shaving or another medium approved by the teacher 
• Colouring shows value (the relative lightness or darkness of a color) 

 


